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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives today approved $750,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2006 funding for the Climate System Research Center at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

  "I applaud the work being done by researchers at the UMass Climate System Research Center, a leading climate science research group," Olver said. "The science of global warming is incontrovertible and undeniable. As a scientist myself, I believe global warming is the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century."

  The funding is included in the FY '06 Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations conference report approved by the House today.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.  After the Senate approves the conference report, which should occur soon, it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  Research at the Climate System Research Center focuses on the climate system, climate variability and global change issues. The center works to improve knowledge of the earth's past and present climate and environment; quantify the forces that cause climate to change; reduce uncertainty in projections of future climate change; understand the sensitivity of ecosystems and human systems to global changes; and examine how evolving knowledge can help manage future climate changes.

    Scientists at the Climate System Research Center have made key contributions to the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change and to numerous national and international panels dealing with climate change issues. The center's work addresses the five principal goals identified in the U.S. Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan through a program of research that builds on existing expertise at the center.

    This funding will help strengthen and expand research by allowing the center to appoint a small number of graduate and post-doctoral appointments to form research clusters led by established and nationally visible faculty members. Through this strategy, the university's contributions to national science priorities will be enhanced, and a core group of new researchers will be trained to address these critical issues.

  Olver added, "Unless we take bold action, the atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide will almost certainly double within this century and the global climatic and environmental changes of the last thousand years will have been trivial compared to those in the next hundred years."

  Olver secured $750,000 for the Climate System Research Center in FY 2005.

   ###

  For more information about climate research at UMass, contact Raymond S. Bradley, in the Department of Geosciences at UMass, at 413-545-2120 or rbradley@geo.umass.edu, or go to www.paleoclimate.org  
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